Changes in ovarian activity during hepatocarcinogenesis by N-2-fluorenylacetamide: role of alpha-fetoprotein.
During chemical hepatocarcinogenesis by N-2-fluorenylacetamide, the hormonal status of female Sprague Dawley rats is largely modified. Ovaries present a reduced activity which is evidenced by a decreased number of follicles and corpora lutea. The level of progesterone in N-2-fluorenylacetamide treated rats is low and agrees with the lack of corpora lutea. Conversely, estradiol level remains normal. This fact may be explained by the presence of alpha-fetoprotein, a carcino-embryonic protein which binds specifically estrogenic hormones.